26 Kislev 5783, 20 December 2022
To:

Ursula von der Leyen, President of the European Commission
Charles Michel, President of the European Council

Roberta Metsola, President of the European Parliament

Excellencies,

On the Arch of Titus in Rome, engraved in stone is the seven-branched menorah of
the Holy Temple as it is plundered by the legions of Rome. "Jerusalem is lost" —
Hierosolyma est Perdita or Hep-Hep — became the Latin catchphrase used to deride
and humiliate the Jewish exiles on European soil. They used the phrase to taunt
them, in the same breath reminding them of their history and homeland. In the

1930s, graffiti in a similar vein was scribbled on walls in the streets of Berlin:
"Juden Nach Paléstina” — “Jews go to Palestine.”

And now that we have finally returned to Jerusalem and to the land of Israel, Europe
would claim that we are foreigners in our own country, that we do not belong in our

own homeland.

Yesterday, we learned of an official policy document of the European Union, a
document the gravity of which cannot be overstated, one that leaves no room for
doubt as to the one-sidedness and animosity of the EU towards the State of Israel
and the Jewish people. The document completely ignores our people’s historical
affinity to our homeland, completely ignores the political agreements and the status
of the State of Israel in Area C and seeks to establish the 1949 borders as Israel’s
final-status permanent borders — in complete disregard of the Jewish communities

in the area.
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Especially jarring was your call to monitor the archaeological activities of the State
of Israel at Jewish heritage sites. This singular call has but one goal: to subvert the
deep and indestructible bond between the Jewish people and its country and
homeland — its bond to the Hasmonean palaces and fortresses at Tel Aroma and
Jericho, to Joshua’s altar on Mount Ebal, to our first capital in Shilo and to the tombs
of our ancestors, our forefathers and foremothers, in the Cave of the Patriarchs and

on the road to Bethlehem.

No matter how many PLO flags you hoist over ancient Samaria or Tel Aroma, you
will never be able to change one simple fact: The stones of Judea and Samaria — the
stones of Jerusalem — speak our ancient language; and as one of our great poets,

Natan Alterman, wrote: “No nation turns its back on its own heritage.”

Your efforts to expedite the Palestinian Authority’s seizure of Area C, while
trampling underfoot the universal principals of environmental protection and
preservation of archaeological sites, constitute an extremely grave breach of the
relationship between Israel and the European Union, causing irreplaceable damage

to natural and archaeological treasures throughout Judea and Samaria.

Sadly, the document revealed yesterday exposes only the tip of the iceberg of the
EU’s activities to undermine the State of Israel. We have not lost sight of your
ongoing and continuous contribution, both direct and indirect, to campaigns
designed to tarnish Israel’s name, from blood libels regarding alleged violence on
the part of settlers, through unfounded accusations that Israel deliberately harms
children, to specious comparisons of the policies of the government of the State of

Israel to those of the Apartheid regime in South Africa of yesteryear.
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We were apparently mistaken in thinking that racist, religious hatred of Jews and
Israel was a thing of the past. It saddens us to discover time and time again that
under the thin veneer of the EU’s civility and manners and the seeming concern for
human rights, the same old blood libels can be found, along with the same flames
of primitive hatred that seek this time to persecute — not the individual Jew, but the

tiny Jewish state.

While some of Europe’s leaders may have forgotten who made Jerusalem the eternal

and unified capital of Israel more than 3,000 years ago, we have not forgotten!

While some of Europe’s leaders may have forgotten the history of Hadrian, who
changed the name of the Province of Judea to the “Province of Palestine” in revenge
for the heavy price in blood the Jewish rebels exacted from his army during the
years of the Bar-Kokhba Revolt (132-136 CE), a change maliciously designed to
celebrate the cause of Israel’s historical nemesis from the days of Kings Saul and

David, the Philistines, we have not forgotten!

While some of Europe’s leaders may have forgotten the price we paid for the loss
of our political freedom — a price that no other nation on earth has ever paid, we

have not forgotten!

At this time of the year, when we mark the rebellion of the Hasmoneans against the
Greek empire, let us recall the words of Simon the High Priest, as quoted in the

Book of the Maccabees, in his letter to Antiochus:

“It is not a foreign land that we have seized, nor have
we set our rule over the property of strangers. This is
the inheritance of our forefathers, which at one time
was illicitly conquered, and we, when the opportunity

arose, recovered the inheritance of our ancestors.”
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We, the undersigned Members of the Israel Knesset, call upon the European

Union to:

1. Immediately halt all illegal construction activities in Israel’s sovereign

territory — with an emphasis on Area C;

2. Immediately halt the damage being caused by illegal activity funded by the

EU to heritage sites and nature in Judea and Samaria;

3. Immediately desist from funding delegitimization organizations that
promote antisemitic propaganda against the State of Israel, and even more
emphatically, to immediately desist from funding Israeli organizations
established to serve the foreign policy interests of the EU — which

undermines Israel sovereignty.

Signed:
Meir Porush Avi Dichter Moshe Abutbul
Zvika Fogel Galit Distel Atbaryan Israel Eichler
Yoav Kisch Danny Danon Amichai Eliyahu
Shlomo Karhi Michal Waldiger Dudi Amsalem
Eliyahu Revivo Yitzchak Wasserlauf Ofir Akunis
Miri Regev Miki Zohar Moshe Arbel
Simha Rothman Yosef Taieb Uriel Bosso
Amichai Chikli Ohad Tal Itamar Ben-Gvir
Tally Gotliv Haim Katz Boaz Bismuth
Sharen Miriam Haskel Hanoch Milwidsky Abraham Bezalel
Orit Strook Limor Son Har-Melech Nir Barkat
Zeev Elkin Ofir Sofer Yitzchak Goldknopf
Idit Silman Matan Kahana
Moshe Saada May Golan

Cc: Ambassador Dimiter Tzantchev, Head of the European Union Delegation to the State of
Israe
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